What is so glaringly obvious as to be easily forgotten is that the practical benefits it confers will depend on the capacity of ail responsible to put the paper recommendations into practice. The most farseeing proposals concern the part to be played in aftercare and in prevention by the local authorities of the country, for the emphasis is now on keeping people out of hospitals rather than on treating them better in them; although the Act will also help towards the latter. Consequently the plans which local health authorities have put forward on instructions from the Minister deserve a great deal of attention : these again are, of course, only plans, but they do outline the changes each authority intends to make. It is possible, therefore, to get an indication of some progress which can be expected. 
